MODS/SIRS: result of an overwhelming inflammatory response?
Multiple organ dysfunction syndrome and the systemic inflammatory response syndrome are expressions of an inappropriate, generalized inflammatory response to severe inflammatory stimuli, which may be bacterial or nonbacterial in nature. The clinical signs and symptoms, morphologic alterations, and changes in oxygen transport seem to be the direct effect of phagocyte activation. So far, identifying the microorganisms and neutralizing their toxins has not been helpful in improving prognosis. As an essential adjunct to treating the bacterial or nonbacterial causes, finding safe ways of modulating the phagocyte response should be considered.